
The Church by the Side of the Road opened its doors on August 10, 1952 at 6851 W. Washington Street in 

Indianapolis, Indiana.  The name came from the song with the same title written by Reverend W.C. Poole.  The 

song is in recognition of his deep debt of gratitude for a wholesomeness, which was a part of rural life.  He 

noticed how different the lives were of the people who left their country homes for the city, and how they were 

able to resist most of the temptations a big city presented to them.  Morals in their lives which were primarily 

influenced by their families, school, and church and their country roots, proved to be invaluable assets.  When 

tested, they often displayed evidence of being very strongly 

rooted in fundamental virtues and strong Christian belief with 

loyalty to God, family, and the neighbourhood. 

The Founding Pastor, Willis R. Howard, was from the small town 

of Alfordsville, Indiana, located in southern Indiana.  His family, 

church, school, and community were the cornerstones of his 

values that guided him through his ministry.  He attended 

Indiana Central College and began his ministry in 1948 at a 

church in Mooresville.  He met Ruby Daron in 1947 and they 

were married in 1950.  In 1952 together under the Lord’s 

guidance, Willis and Ruby established a church on the west side of Indianapolis, Indiana in the Ben Davis area.  

An interdenominational church was started at 6851 West Washington 

Street.  Willis was associated with other ministers, and after a while 

they formed the organization called “Community Church Fellowship.”  

We were located there nearly three years before moving to 7011 W. 

Washington Street, 

where we stayed just 

one year.  Next, we 

moved to the 

pastor’s property at 

1404 Western Drive.  

He converted his 

garage into a church 

and built two 

smaller buildings 

that were also used by the church.  In 1962, we purchased property 

owned by the Methodist Church at Seerly and High School Roads 

where the Bethel Methodist Church once stood before they merged 

with Maywood Methodist.  There we built a church where worship 

services took place in the basement.  Our plan was to build the 

church over the basement once the funds became 

available.  Before this happened, the grounds were 

purchased by the Airport Authority.  We spent nearly 

15 years holding services in this basement.  The next 

move was at our present location, 10025 West 

Morris Street.  The State changed our address 

several times, and it is now listed as 10323 East 

County Road 100 South, Avon, IN. 

In the beginning, attendance was low—only 3 people came to the first meeting.  We averaged eleven church 

members our first year of service, and we grew to fifteen our second year.  By the third year, we averaged 27.  

During the early years there was a Boy’s Club organization associated with the church, with as many as 35 boys 

in attendance each week.  This was before the YMCA formed.  Some of the men with the congregation helped 
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the church with the boys, and tremendous credit must be given to Homer Boone, Charles Bell, Russel Hopper, 

and Earl Burkhead.  The interest in missionary work came early in our ministry.  Interest through the Lighthouse 

Mission in Indianapolis was our first.  We have supported many missionaries over the years, including Wycliffe 

translators, Innerlight Missions (Phil & Rhonda Foley), local food bank, Sheltering Wings, Life Centers, Wheeler 

Mission, and Feed the Children. 

The church requested its charter on June 6, 1958, and we were incorporated.  Our tax exempt status was 

granted August 18, 1958 through the IRS.  The members of our first Board of Directors included: Willis R. 

Howard, Marion T. Carathers, Michael Bagely, Norman Stedman, Mary Fern Stein, Myrtle Marie Collicott, and 

Justine Burkhead.  The church has been blessed by the Lord with many very faithful members through the years 

who have given willingly to the church.  The church has quite an Honor Roll of these members listed in the Foyer 

of our Sanctuary.  The church is bound together as a family of loyal believers.  Our motto, handed down from 

Reverend Howard is “No Book but the Bible…No Creed but Christ…No Law but Love.” 

Tragically, Ruby died from cancer March 3, 1975.  Margaret (Peg) Stewart had been coming to the church for a 

number of years, and in December of 1977 after dating for a time, Willis asked her to marry him.  They were 

married February 4, 1978.  After over 60 years as our pastor, Reverend Howard helped to select his successor 

while in failing health.  Lyndon Hopkins, Brother Howard’s great nephew, was chosen.  Lyndon and his wife 

Miranda served faithfully as they grew their family for 5 years from 2013-2018 when they decided to move 

closer to family and away from the big city.  In August of 2018, Brian Woods was accepted as an intern from 

Moody Bible Institute in Chicago.  After three months as an intern, Pastor Brian was ordained and officially 

installed as our senior pastor.  Rick Wallace has been an integral figure for many years, particularly since 2010 

when he became Assistant Pastor to Rev. Howard.  He currently serves faithfully as Associate Pastor.  
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